
To Find Out 

 

• Slide 31 - surrender of some survivors in Nov 

44 or of LT Yamaguchi’s 31 in Apr 1947? 

• Slide 86 - food and/or ammo cans? 

• Slides 88-90 - carriers of what? 

• Slide 79 - 6”/150mm rounds? 

• Slide 94 - valley ID? 

• Slide 115 - unknown clipboard piece? 

• Slide 124 – F4U or F6F cockpit canopy? 
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Introduction 

• Started w/ slow cruising circumnavigation. 

• Fathers both career Naval aviators. 

• Interest in Scuba diving, shipwrecks and aviation. 

• More remote N rather than S Pacific route to PI. 

• Start of Tom’s book coincided w/ start of our trip N 

• Our arrival in Majuro, RMI same date, 10 May, as 

Dave’s Dad’s arrival in Majuro 69 years earlier.  

• Got better and better as we went along. 

• Total of almost 2 years exploring S Micronesia, 

RMI, FSM to Palau. 



• Pics of Sams & dive boats & harbor 

• Pics u/w-Jake, Iro, Zero 

• Rock island pics 

• German light house 



A6M Zero 

engine 

Sherry sez: where are we 

and what the heck is this? 



SV Soggy Paws Florida 

to the Philippines 



Soggy Paws Trip Through Southern 

Micronesia, RMI to Palau,                 

Jan-May 2014 

RMI 



Short Palau/Peleliu History 
• 2500 BC- populated by Philippine migrants 

• 1522- Magellan first European to sight Palau 

• 16-1800s- Spanish influence in East Indies  

• 1899-1914- bought from Spain by Germany 

• 1914-1944- Japanese ‘mandated’ occupation 

• 1941-1944- Koror headquarters, Peleliu airbase 

• 1944 Sep- Nov- US landing/battle for Peleliu 

• 1947-1981- US Trust Territories of Pacific  

• 1981- Republic of Palau independence 

• 1994- Compact of Free Association with US 



World War II Pacific Theater 1941-45       
Fleet Tracks/Major Assaults 

Spruance 5th  

Halsey 3rd  

Fleets 

MacArthur PacSW 

Ghormley, Halsey, 

Kinkaid 7th Fleet 

Nimitz 

PacFlt 



Battle for Peleliu 

15 Sep-27 Nov 44 

Major Japanese 

headquarters/air 

base after Truk 

bombed Feb 44 



Palau 
Republic of Palau  

North 

Peleliu 

Air Base 

Koror IJN 

Headquarters 



Peleliu 

Koror Rock Islands 

Ship

Wks 

North 

South Palau & 

Rock Islands 

Wall diving sites 

Peleliu N 

Channel 





The famous Japanese Gun 

Cave outside Koror harbor 



Massive 

Japanese 

150mm Shore 

Gun on trail to 

German 

Lighthouse 



Peleliu 

South 

Dock Boat 

Harbor N Ferry 

Dock 

Japanese caves, tunnels, 

guns, tanks, planes, relics 

Japanese 

air strip 

North 

R   I    D   G    E    S F   L    A    T 

F   L    A    T 

1000 man 

cave 

Town 

4 mile bike 

ride 

Hard, but great fun, to ID relics if 

only partly there 

WW2 

Landings 

Plane trash 

pile 



Our Treks 

Next 

time! 

Death 

Valley Trail 

Private 

Land Trail 

Remote Trail 

BNR Trail 

Mortimer 

Valley Trail 

Secret 

Cave 

Trail 



Ferry 

landing 

motel 

Jungle, 

caves,  

relics 

~4 miles 



Sep 1944 

Map 





Existing 

Trails 





North Ferry Dock 

Peleliu Ocean 

View Motel 



Intrepid explorers -

Dave, Phillip, Kevin 



First day road tour 



1000 Man Hospital 

Cave entrance 



Japanese, flag 

shoe sole, broken 

bottles inside 

1000 Man Cave 



Sherry face to face with 500 lb 

bomb inside 1000 Man cave 



Japanese beer bottles, 

mess kit, plate and shoe 

sole inside 1000 Man cave 



Plaque 

commemorating 

final surrender of 

Lt Yamaguchi 

and 31 Japanese 

on 21 April 1947 

after living in 

cave for 2-1/2 

years beyond 

war’s end 



Final Japanese 

survivors surrender 

in Apr 1947, 1300 US 

killed, 13,000 

Japanese killed and 

only 400 survivors 



Japanese Air Headquarters 

building 



Bomb hole in Air Headquarters  

building 



Air Headquarters 

building bomb 

hole, massive 

concrete and rebar 

construction 



Bomb proof Power Plant 

building nearby 



Extensive two story 

Command and 

Headquarters building 



Command building 

from inside a US 

Quonset hut 



Japanese Fuel 

Storage bunker, US 

Medical Aid Station 

after battle in 1944 



Peleliu Museum 

today 



Famous 

WWII 

painting of 

Peleliu by 

Tom Lea 

‘The 

Thousand 

Yard Stare’ 



On the landing 

beach at Peleliu, 

Sep 1944 



Japanese Long Lance 

torpedo at Peleliu 

Museum, missing 

props & explosives 



US amphibious LVT, note 

US white stars on 37mm 

turret and aft end of tank 



Japanese 3 man Type 

95 Ha Go light tank, w/ 

37 & 7.7 mm guns 



Japanese Type 95 Ha 

Go tank w/ missing 

turret & guns 



US LVTs: one 

cargo/troop, one w/ 37 

mm & 50 cal guns, 

aluminum aircraft fuel 

drop tanks 



US Seabee construction 

International Harvester G-101 

bulldozer, missing engine, 

marked ‘CBMU 49’ 



Old Japanese airfield, 

now infrequent use 



F4U Corsair dropping Napalm 

on Peleliu ridges, landing gear 

down due to proximity of 

landing field 



Japanese A6M 

Zero wreckage 

near South Dock 



Japanese A6M 

Zero wreckage 

near South Dock 



US F4U Corsair 

wreckage, 

looking aft at 

wing root and 

fuselage, near 

South Dock 



F6F Hellcat engine cowling 

among other plane 

wreckage at South Dock 



Cleared Ground bunkers for 

explosives awaiting detonation  



Large 18 cylinder F4U Corsair  

engines near shore line just 

north of Ocean View motel 



Japanese D601D4Y Judy 

inverted V engine, 

upside down, on 

Babeldaob Isl, courtesy 

armyjunk2, 2007 



WWII landing beaches, 

now deserted 



Motor launch 

wreckage at South 

Dock, reputed to be 

‘MacArthur’s Barge’ 



Japanese 200mm 

anti boat gun 

emplacement in 

large cave  



Japanese 200mm 

anti boat gun 

emplacement in 

large cave 



US First 

Marine 

Division 

Monument 



Famous pic of US 

Marines advancing 

into Wildcat Bowl 

on Peleliu Sep 1944 



Inaccessible and 

unexplored  Wildcat 

Bowl now 



US M4 

Sherman tank 

upset by IED 

land mine in 

jungle 

Private  

Land Trail 



Sherman 

tank 

memorial 

plaque 



Collection of US and 

Japanese canteens 

in private quonset 

US steel US aluminum 

Japanese 

aluminum 



US F4U aircraft cockpit 

canopy and ammo box 

inside private quonset 



Aircraft parts dump 

on private land 



Tail rudder section from 

F4U on private land 



Dave and US F4U 

wing on private 

land, note white 

US insignia 



F4U Corsair parts, 

cockpit canopy, ammo 

box, wing, courtesy 

armyjunk2, 2007 



Trail cleared to 6” 

depth inside red & 

white stakes  

Bloody Nose 

Ridge Trail 





US M1 helmet, mess kit 

and M1 Springfield? rifle 

on BNR trail 



US M1 battle 

helmet on BNR 

trail, note 

bullet hole & 

vertical stress 

cracking 



Broken rifle barrel and 

trigger on BNR Trail  



A pile of Japanese 

Model 89 50mm HE 

knee mortar rounds 

on BNR Trail, fuses 

& HE missing 



Kevin & Phillip look 

at Japanese Model 89 

mortar rounds and 50 

cal belt on BNR Trail 



Tail end of a US 

60mm M49A2 HE 

mortar round on 

BNR Trail 



Pile of various mortar 

rounds, some live? 

courtesy ‘armyjunk2’, 

2007 



US M2 flamethrower 

nitrogen pressurizing 

gas bottle on BNR Trail 



Collection of US 

M2 flamethrower 

gas bottles, pickax 

heads and field 

phone ringer on 

BNR trail  



US M1 battle helmet, in 

jungle on Remote Trail 

Remote 

Trail 



Japanese Type 92 

battle helmet found 

at remote jungle site 



US Mk 2 ‘Pineapple’ hand 

grenade, beside Remote 

Trail, missing safety clip, 

pin and lever 



Stockpile of poss 

Japanese ammo 

canisters and food 

cans? in cave off 

Remote Trail 



Japanese Type 93 anti 

personnel land mine in 

cave along Remote Trail 



I just saw this photo at <http://ww2db.com/photo.php?list=sp&sp=dt&dt=19440915> 

It was taken 15th September 1944 on the beach at Peleliu. The Caption was: 

"Lieutenant Colonel R. G. Balance of US 1st Marine Division at shore party command 

post, Peleliu, Palau Islands, Sep 1944.  Note triple carriers left center & foreground. 

What are these? 

http://ww2db.com/photo.php?list=sp&sp=dt&dt=19440915


US triple carriers of what? 

along Remote Trail  



US triple carriers of 

what? outside 

Remote Trail cave 



USMC 5 gal fuel 

container on 

Remote Trail 



Kevin inspecting 

unexploded 6” ? armor 

piercing rounds inside 

remote cave 



Massive Japanese 

Storage Cave entrance 

at start of  Death Valley 

Death 

Valley 



Marine throwing 

hand grenade while 

others cover in Death 

Valley ? Sep 1944 



Japanese Horse Drawn Caisson 

and Limber for 75mm gun ammo 



 Wooden spoke 2 

wheeled ammo  caissons 

and limbers in Japanese 

Storage Cave  

Entrance 



2 wheel wooden spoke 

caissons,  bunk, tray & 

misc supplies in Storage 

Cave 



Japanese fire pit 

looking into DV from 

jungle ridge 



Unrecovered Japanese 

bones inside cave off DV 



Japanese 

pickaxes, shoe 

soles, ink 

bottles, gas 

mask, bones & 

vertebrae in 

cave off Death 

Valley 



Huge natural cave off 

Death Valley 

Mother of 

All Caves 



Mother of All Caves 

entrance, multiple deep 

tunnels and rooms, 

thousands of bats 



Kevin and Phillip 

inspecting teapot and 

flamethrower gas bottle 

at entrance to MoA 

Caves 



Japanese tea 

pots at rear 

entrance of 

MoA Caves 



Japanese 7.7mm machine 

gun tripods, beer bottles, 

fuel barrels deep inside 

MoA Caves 



Close view of Japanese 7.7mm 

machine gun tripods and beer 

bottles in MoA Caves 



Japanese food bowl 

with two spoons in 

MoA Caves 



Japanese Early Type 41 75mm Mountain Gun 

Licensed-built 

copy of 1908 

German Krupp 

M.08 MG, 13 man 

gun team 



Phillip and Japanese Type 

41 75 mm Mountain Gun 

deep in MoA Caves 



Japanese Type 41 

75mm  Mountain 

Gun deep in MoA 

Caves 



Last Cave across from 

Storage Cave in DV, most 

difficult entrance descent 



Stalactites inside the 

natural Last Cave 



Japanese beer and US 

1943 Coke bottles 

outside Last Cave 



US mess tray in 

Last Cave 



Phone hand piece, 

insulator, lock and 

fuse panel/switch 

board? in Last 

Cave 
???? 



Japanese 7.7mm 

rounds still in clips, 

note bone 



Kevin at entrance to 

Secret Cave in POW 

camp area 

Secret 

Cave 



Secret Cave 

entrance from 

inside, natural 

stalactites 



7 unexploded 

Japanese Type 92 

hand grenades, 7.7 

mm rounds in 

Secret Cave 



Collection of 7 type 92 

Japanese hand grenades 

and 7.7 mm rifle rounds 

in Secret  Cave 



Japanese Type 92 hand 

grenade in Secret Cave, 

note intact impact primer 



Japanese 

bones, 

mess kit 

tops, food 

cans in 

Secret Cave 



Brooke’s Lemon drink bottle 

and other US and Japanese 

relics in Secret Cave, poss 

WWII dump cave 



US F4U/F6F? aircraft 

cockpit canopy and other 

plane parts  in hollow 

near POW Camp and 

Secret Cave 



Kevin and 

Philip entering 

Mortimer Valley 

Mortimer 

Valley 



US Marines advancing up Mortimer 

Valley Sep 1944, note rain water 

pools & US Sherman tanks 



MV cave entrance 

high on cliff edge, 

pick ax and buckets 



Japanese Type 94 37 mm 

Anti Tank Gun 
30 RPM, 11 man 

crew, horse 

drawn 



Kevin with early Japanese 

Type 94 37 mm Anti Tank 

Gun at MV cave entrance 



Japanese 

Model 95 

gas mask 

& filter  

canister  



US and Japanese canteens 

and gas mask filter canisters 

in  MV cave 



Japanese Model 95 gas mask filter 

canister and antifreeze liquid syringe 

kit for cold weather  



US M1 battle 

helmet and 

aircraft parts 

along MV trail 



Unexploded shell 

casing with 

dangerous cordite 

still inside, in lower 

section of southern 

Japanese Hospital 

Cave 



End of the great 

adventure!  Heading 

back to Palau on the 

government ferry. 



More here… 

 
http://svsoggypaws.com 

 

http://svsoggypaws.blogspot.com  

ssca.org 
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